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without consulting the allies; that this could be no other-
wise prevented than by an address from the Lords, to signify
their opinion, that no peace could be honourable or secure,
while Spain or the West Indies remained in any of the
Bourbon family:l upon which several farther resolutions and
inquiries would naturally follow; that the differences between
the two Houses, upon this point, must either be made up by
the Commons agreeing with the Lords, or must end in a dis-
solution, which would be followed by a return of the old
ministry, who, by the force of money and management,
could easily get another Parliament to their wishes. He
farther assured them boldly, that the Queen herself was at
the bottom of this design, and had empowered him to desire
their votes against the peace, as a point that would be for
her service; and therefore they need not be in pain upon
account of their pensions, or any farther marks of favour
they expected. Thus, by reviving the old art of using Her
Majesty's authority against her person, he prevailed over
some, who were not otherwise in a station of life to oppose
the crown; and his proselytes may pretend to some share
of pity, since he offered for an argument his own example,
who kept his place and favour, after all he had done to de-
serve the loss of both.

The other lord, in whom the discontented managers
placed much of their hopes, was the Earl of Nottingham,
already mentioned; than whom no man ever appeared to
hate them more, or to be more pleased at their fall, partly
from his avowed principles, but chiefly from the hopes he
had of sharing in their spoils. But it fell out, that he was
no way acceptable to the Queen or her new servants : J;hese
apprehended no little trouble and impediment to the public
business, from his restless, talkative, overweening manner,
if once he was suffered to have any part in affairs; and he
stood very ill with the court, having made a motion in the
House of Lords, and in Her Majesty's presence, that the
Electoral Prince of Hanover might be invited to reside in
England, although he had before declared to the Queen
how much he was against that proposal, when it was first

1 It was Nottingham who moved this argument in the form of an
amendment to the address on 7th December, 1711. See infra, and
also vol. v., p. 444 of present edition. [T. S.]